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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
 
HELLO FROM THE PRESIDENT: January 2026 

 
We are now more than halfway through our bowls season and more than three-quarters of 
the way through a 2-year Board of Management term.    The AGM will be held on the 31st May 
and I think it is appropriate to tell members that I will not be continuing after the AGM.  It is 
vital that we try and get someone to consider a BOM position.    I have had no luck when 
speaking to anyone regarding the Presidents position.    It is quite concerning.   
It has been a privilege to serve the club in this capacity, and I remain very committed to seeing 
it continue to thrive.  With that in mind, I wanted to give members plenty of notice and 
encourage anyone who may be interested in the role of President to start considering this 
over the coming weeks.   The position of President plays an important part in providing 
leadership and continuity for the club and I am happy to talk with anyone who might like to 
explore the role.   As you know I volunteered to take this role on nearly two years ago because 
there were no nominations for the position then and it would be disappointing if this becomes 
an issue this time.  I personally think the club must have someone in the President’s role. 
I encourage members to reflect on how they might contribute to the club’s future, whether by 
nominating for a role on the Board or by supporting someone who may be willing to do so.  
Lesley Carey has been on the Board for several years and Bowls Manager 3 years after doing 
this role for 2 years prior to that.   She will not be continuing and her position will also be up 
for nomination.       
If you want the Club Holdfast to continue, we need members to step up, the lady members of 
the club have indeed done their share of keeping the club running.   This is the year for a man 
to become our leader! 
 
MBA President’s meeting – Sunday 18th January 
I attended the above meeting.   It does appear that there is no sympathy within the bowls 
community for any clubs in our situation.   We just have to wait and be relegated into Div 2 
next year.   I did also ask if we pulled out of Pennants on a Saturday and ran social bowls with 
good prize money, would that be held against the Club and not allow us to play Thursdays and 
Wednesdays.    We can do that apparently and maybe this should be considered, particularly if 
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we offered a lot more prize money i.e. $200 for pairs winners and $100 for second.  Social 
bowls would be popular with many players, particularly the older pennant players who have 
had enough of pennant bowls.    Something to think about!  
 
 
Election Time in March 
The club has been approached to provide our dining room and attached rooms to the Electoral 
Commission for Pre-voting prior to the 21st March (Election Day).     
Bowls will be over for our club at that time, unless by some miracle one of our teams make the 
finals! – they will be hiring the club from 10th March to the 24th March.   The club will be 
receiving quite significant rent during that time which is something hard to ignore, financially 
this money is needed. 
No member will be able to access the dining room or locker rooms, toilets or kitchen during 
that time.  The rest of the club will be available as usual.    Members will have to get their 
bowls or anything they may need from their lockers prior to the 10th March – no exceptions. 
The only disruption to members will be access to the dining room, locker rooms and kitchen. 
Anything you need in your locker will need to be picked up prior to the 10th March.    If you 
do not need your bowls, etc they can be left in your locker.  If so, you will not be able to get 
them so give it some thought.  
Night owls and club events will continue in the bar area.  Obviously, bowls and mats and jacks 
will be moved to the bar area temporarily during that time.     
 
Club Events 
The club has several bowls events over the next 2 months and volunteers may be needed for 
some of these. 
Country Carnival Men’s and Ladies: 
 Men – 4th February - 2 rinks of Pairs  BBQ lunch 
 Ladies – Feb 18th - 2 rinks of Pairs  Lunch 
Champions Week – Bowls SA 
 April 13th – 19th   
Bowls SA Media Day 1 – Open and Senior Sides - 23rd August 
      Media Day 2 - U/18’s – 30th August 
   
 
 
Living Choice/Holdfast Council 
I rang Bob Paton, our local councillor, to see when Council would be addressing the Living 
Choice Proposal.   He is supportive and after a long discussion about our club’s situation 
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decided to speak with the CEO.   They have now decided to form a Working Group to address 
the proposal.   It will be on the agenda for the next Council Meeting at the end of January. 
I have now received a call from Pamela Jackson CEO of Holdfast Council.  The Council did 
consider the proposal at their meeting Tuesday night and have decided not to proceed with 
the proposal at this time.  While the council acknowledges the merits of the proposal, they 
recognise it needs to undertake a review of its entire property portfolio before making any 
long-term decisions about a particular site.   This is underway, but not yet complete and as 
such the Council is of the view that work must be completed and considered by Council. 
Obviously, this is not the outcome we were looking for but understand the Council do need to 
look at their property portfolio before making a decision.     
 
New BBQ 
Thanks to the generous support of Mark Murphy the club has a new Heatlie BBQ for use by 
the club and functions.    Mark has been cooking BBQs for Night Owls and other club events 
and decided it was time for a new barbie. 
Big thank you to Mark for his generous donation to our club.  
 
Club Championships 
Please continue getting your games played.   I would like to be able to play the grand final 
games in each competition on a Friday night if that suits everyone.    Let me know when you 
are near the end of your games and we will try to arrange a day that suits all players.  I think it 
is good for the club and the players if we have spectators to watch the games, particularly the 
final game.     
 
Sue Allen 
Club President 
 

 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR A CLUB MANAGER POSITION. 

 
Announcement from the Board of Management 
 

There have been several applications received re this position.  The 
Board is reviewing these applications, however you still have the 
opportunity to be involved in this process and to nominate an 
individual who would be well-suited to this role 
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Club Holdfast Bowls & Croquet Club Inc. 

The Board of Management is excited to announce that we are now advertising for the position 
of Club Manager. 

We believe that some of our members may know individuals who would be well-suited to this 
role. If you are aware of someone who may be interested, we encourage you to share this 
opportunity with them and invite them to contact the President for further details. 

This is a wonderful chance to contribute to the future success of our Club, and we look 
forward to welcoming strong candidates to the process. 

 
An exciting opportunity awaits you… 

 
CLUB MANAGER 

Club Holdfast Bowls & Croquet Club Inc 
 

Club Holdfast Bowls & Croquet Club Inc. invites applications for the position of Club Manager. 
This is a full-time leadership role. 
 
The Club Manager is responsible for the effective management of Club operations as well as 
playing a pivotal role in ensuring the Club’s continued growth, operational efficiency and 
exemplify its reputation as a premier sporting and community venue. 
 
The successful candidate will have significant club and/or not-for-profit organisational 
management experience.  
 
If you are a driven leader and team player, looking to succeed in a club environment, the Job 
Description is available at Club Holdfast, 583 Anzac Highway, Glenelg North, SA 5045 
 
For any initial enquiry about the position please call Sue, 0419 039 527. 
 
Applications must be submitted in writing by 12th December 2025. 
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FROM THE SECRETARY 
 
 

..CLUB  CENTENARY.. 
 
Members are advised that in May1926 the Holdfast Bay Bowls Club was established with 
membership open only to men!    The Club certainly has progressed since those early times 
with the advent of women bowlers and the introduction of croquet. 
 
At the Board of Management meeting on 27th October 2025, discussion was held on how best 
the Club can celebrate it’s 100th Birthday in 2026 and in this regard a working party  has been 
established to toss ideas into the ring.   
 Ideas such as a formal dinner, an informal day of a bowls using the ancient bowls we have in 
stock, perhaps a bowls/croquet game played together, a breakfast or a lunch and so the ideas 
compound. 
 
Any member who thinks he or she would like to add themselves to the working group, please 
contact our Secretary, Heather.   Or you can simply let her know of an idea you may have. 
 

 
A photo from way back.  Can you identify any players. 
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CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS 2025/26 
 

We need to get our Club Championships started. 
This year we will conduct the following matches: 
 
+ Men’s Singles 
+ Ladies Singles’ 
+ Mixed Pairs 
+ Men’s Pairs 
+  B Grade Open Singles (Men & Ladies) 
  (Div 1 Sat and Wed excluded.  Prem One Ladies excluded) 
 
We will need 8 entries to hold each competition: 
This year the rounds will need to be played by the dates highlighted on each round, no 
exceptions.   If you do not play by the date listed you will be disqualified. 
Please complete an entry form and enclose $5 per competition.    
The entry forms and the box for your entries will be on the end of the bar. 
Hopefully we can get some matches played prior to Christmas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATION TO OUR VOLUNTEERS. 
 
Recently our Club undertook a food Business Inspection  Pursuant to the Food Act 2001. 
Thanks to our volunteers who maintain the Kitchen in very good order, our Club passed with a 
great assessment. 
Very well done to all concerned.   Please see attached assessment result. 
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VALE 

JAN REID 
   

 
Dear Members, you are advised of the recent sad passing of one 
of our Club’s foremost members in Jan Reed. 
  
Jan, selfishly served this Club a great many years volunteering 
for whatever job required to be done.    
She was a stalwart alongside husband Trevor, particularly on 
Night Owl game nights selling raffles. 
  
Jan was a sweet natured woman, kind and caring and will be 
missed by all who remember her at Club Holdfast. 
  

Our condolences are with Trevor and Jan’s family in their time of loss. 
  
A private funeral was held. 
 
With regards 
  
Heather Cowden-Tonkes 
Secretary 
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CLUB CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION – 20 DECEMBER 2025 
Around one hundred club members and friends gathered on Saturday night for our annual 
Christmas breakup, filling the Club with festive spirit, good cheer, and plenty of laughter. 

President Sue opened the evening by welcoming everyone and extending warm season’s 
greetings. She congratulated the Croquet 9+ team on their outstanding achievement in 
winning the season pennant, and thanked our bowls players for their commitment and effort 
throughout the first half of the season. 

A magnificent grazing table—generously prepared by Club members—kept everyone well fed 
as the night unfolded. 

Jackpot Joker Finale 

The final Jackpot Joker raffle for the year was drawn with a special twist: the intention was to 
keep drawing numbers until the Joker was found. All financial members present received a 
free ticket, and with around forty cards still in play, we expected a long and suspenseful finish. 

To keep things moving, four numbers were drawn at a time. The first four ticket holders 
approached the display cabinet with great anticipation—the Joker was worth $1,266. 

The first member missed… 
But Bill, selecting second, turned over the Joker to the delight of the crowd. 

 
Congratulations, Bill! 

Christmas Raffle 

The Club Christmas Raffle was also drawn during the evening. Winners not in attendance will 
be notified. First prize—a stay in a holiday house at Marion Bay—was won by Urbicia. 
Congratulations to all our winners! 

A special thank you to Tahlia and Bradley for their friendly and efficient service behind the bar 
throughout the night. 

Here are a few photos from the evening—enjoy reliving the fun! 
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ANOTHER BIG THANK YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS 

Our Club Volunteers are truly the backbone of Club Holdfast.  Their dedication ensures 
everything runs smoothly so every member can relax, participate, and enjoy the fun. 

A special vote of thanks goes to our hardworking Club President and Secretary, who always 
seem to be juggling a dozen tasks at once—often behind the scenes, and always with good 
humour. 

And speaking of dedication… 

 
“First day back on the job and our Club Secretary is already taking down the Christmas 

tinsel!”  

 
What a great photo capturing the spirit of service that keeps our club shining all year round. 
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Roger Zeuner 
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THE 2026 BOWLS SA AWARDS 
 
The 2026 Bowls SA Awards night will be here before we know it, and we are calling on you to 
recognise the individuals ·- and c!ubs who make our sport in South Australia truly special. 
 
Nominations for the Awards close at midnight on Sunday, 12 April. and this is your opportunity 
to shine a spotlight on those whose dedication. passion. and hard work inspire our bowls 
community. 
 
Whether it is a tireless volunteer. an exceptional coach. a club that goes above and beyond or an 
official who makes a difference your nominations ensure their contributions are acknowledged. 
We encourage clubs to nominate their own members and club. 
 
 You can submit nominations for these categories: 
 

 Coach of the Year 
 

 Administrator of the Year 
 

 Media Recognition of the Year 
 

 Volunteer Greenkeeper of the Year 
 

 Small C!ub of the Year 
 

 Large C!ub of the Year 
 

 Night Olws Club of the year 
 

 Community Spirit Ward 
 

 Large Club of the year 
 

 Official of the year. 
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Let's celebrate the unsung heroes who make our bowls community great! 
 

If you wish to nominate anybody for these awards please 
advise Heather the Secretary ASAP. 

 

 

 

GREEN  MANAGER REPORT 
 
GREENS REPORT: BOM Meeting 27th January 2026 
Croquet 
Grooming has been completed and approximately 80 catches of grass removed. 
The court has now been fertilised and a wetting agent applied. 
There is some Fleabane weed and unfortunately I am unable to spray herbicide due to the hot 
weather. Once the weather is cooler I will attempt to eradicate this pest. 
 
D Green is in great order: it has been fertilised and treated for fungicide. 
 
B Green is also in great condition. Great coverage. 2 patches knitted over and very healthy. 
 
A Green has been scarified and groomed and has had fertilisation and fungicide treatment and 
the end is almost covered over. 
 
Automation of greens 
A & B greens are automated irrigation. 
D and Croquet are not automated and therefore I have to manually turn the irrigation on. I 
would like to investigate automation and have been in contact with a pump specialist to 
discuss this with the end result to have D green and Croquet fully automated which will void 
me of attending the site to manually turn on the irrigation. The ideal is to achieve a fully 
automated system through WiFi on my phone. 
Should the BOM wish to speak to me on the report, please reach out to me. 
 
Brad Porter TURF MANAGER 
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BOWLS  MANAGER REPORT 
 
BOWLS REPORT 28TH JANUARY 2026 
 
 
PENNANTS 
 
Because of extreme heat prior to Christmas and up to the present a number of pennant 
games have been cancelled. 
 
Saturday: Div1 10th/10. Div4W 7th/10. Div6W 9th/10. 
Wednesday: Div 110th/10. Div 3 10th/10. Div4 Central is now a combined team with Grange 
12th/12. 
Thursday: Premier 8th/10. Div 2W 11th/12. 
 
Div 1 (Saturday) will play their Round 13 game against Woodville at Club Holdfast this Friday 
night 30th January. 
Men's Round 14 games will all go ahead at their away venues. 
 
Premier ladies will have an early start against Modbury at 9am for their Round 14 game and 
unfortunately have had to forfeit Div 2W ladies against Port Adelaide. 
 
STATE GAMES 
On Sunday 11th January Club Holdfast hosted Men's State Four's Sectional Games. A 
reasonable bar profit from 48 players plus spectators. 
 
AUSTRALIA DAY TOURNAMENT 
Cancelled 
 
MEN'S COUNTRY CARNIVAL 
We are hosting MCC pairs on 12 rinks on Wednesday 4th February. 48 players will befedat $20 
per head plus a reasonable bar profit is expected. 
 
Lesley Carey Bowls Manager 
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CROQUET MANAGER REPORT 
 
In December our Autumn 9+ pennant team attended the presentation day for Croquet 
SA to receive their 9+ Autumn Pennant.  There were four main players with other 
members filling in from time to time.  All players played very well to secure the pennant. 
 

 
 
 
CROQUET REPORT JANUARY 2026 
 
 
The croquet schedule has been fairly quiet due to Christmas and new year. 
 
 
The greens are looking good thanks to Brad who worked 
on them over the break. 
A social evening is being planned with about 24 players wanting 
to give croquet a go. They have set the date for Wednesday 11th 
Febraury and will join in with the Night Owls for supper. They have been 
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given $10 fee and are a social club called Stitch and I have been negotiating with 
Garry Laishley . Most of the members have not played croquet so some volunteers have 
been organized to help. John Caskey has been contacted and is happy for the supper to 
be combined with night owls. 
One of our newer members Darren Bails played at Hutt Rd in the Presidents Cup, .In 
the doubles his partner was Phil Colebatch and they won the competition and in the 
singles he put up very good fights against players who had a lot lower handicaps than 
him. Well done Darren. He has a great future in croquet. 
Pennant schedules are out now with 2 teams 9+ and 12+ to be played on weekends at 
Hutt Rd. They start on 
March 14th.Ruth our captain will draw up teams. 
Helen Kotz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SATURDAY 9+ CROQUET PENNANTS CAPTAINS REPORT  - 2025 
 

We had a longish season from February to 
November and played with a team of ten 
players, having started the year with four. 
 
Thanks Ruth as Club Captain for recruiting the 
additional players when necessary and thankyou 
to all players for your sportsmanship efforts. 
 
John Rutter played consistently well each game 

with Jan and Marion retiring in September. 
 
Overall we peaked mid season and finished fourth on the ladder with an outstanding 
victory for the last game of the season. 
 
Val Webber. 
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Music at the Club – Sunday Session  
CONTINUING OUR NEW CLUB INITIATIVE 

 
We would love for Club Members to come along with their friends creating an enjoyable 
atmosphere in the Club. 

 

**Sunday Sessions at Club Holdfast** 
 
Join us once a month for an afternoon of live music and 

great vibes at **Club Holdfast**! 
** Sunday, 1st March 2026** 

 
Music from **2pm–5pm** | **$10 Members, $15.00 Non 
Members  entry per person Bar open from **1pm–6pm** 

 
 

We’re excited to have  The Rocking Dally Roos 
 

. Everyone’s welcome—bring your mates and soak up the sounds. 
 

**Club Holdfast** — 583 Anzac Highway, Glenelg North 
(08) 8295 1444 

secretary@clubholdfast.com 
LET ThE mUsiC movE YoU—sEE YoU ThERE! 

 
These events aren’t just great fun—they’re vital to the Club’s growth and sustainability. 
Members are encouraged to come along, support the initiative, and share in the 
celebration of community through music 
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KEEP THE DATE FREE FOR GREAT ENTERTAINMENT 
 

 
SITE INTERNAL REPORT 
 
News letter Jan 26 
 
Coopers continue to offer promotions to support their 
products 
 
The latest is a bucket hat when we buy four 3.5 Dry cans. 
 
This has been extended to any four Coopers beers. 
 
This has been successful at Night Owls. 
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They have offered us $250 if we sell 50 cartons of product in six months; we will easily 
achieve this. 
 
Bar Food 
We now use Balfours Pasties and Four and Twenty Pies. 
These have been well received. 
 
Morphette Arms Hotel 
They supply our alcohol products and deliver free of charge. 
We accrue points on purchases that can be converted in more product.  
In addition they have donated Meal vouchers. 
 
 
Bruce Cottle  
 
 
SITE EXTERNAL REPORT 
 
Pretty quiet over the Xmas and New Year period, but the weeds still grow, the banks 
need mowing and edging, bins need emptying, bushes need pruning etc etc. 
 
As you can see, there is a lot to do around this large premises of ours with only a few of 
us to do it. 
 
I would like to ask all our members to consider, if you're able and have time, taking on 
one job that you could call your own. This could be, mowing of the banks on all four 
greens, weed spraying on a regular basis, minor pruning of bushes and shrubs, general 
cleaning up of the kerbs and gutters around our carpark. 
 
If you think this is you, please contact me, we need help!! 
 
You might have noticed some orange safety bunting attached to the western fence of 
the Croquet green. This fence is in an unsafe condition and in urgent need of repair. 
Once again,  anyone who thinks they might be able to help with this project, please 
contact me. 
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Thanks to Glen Crittendon and Barry Allen for their continued assistance and to Brian 
Dixon for looking after the piece of lawn adjacent to D green and for putting out our 
yellow bins when required.  
 
A shout out to Bruce Cottle for looking after our veggie and fruit garden, and for 
providing delicious produce this time of the year.  
 
Rob Christiansen  
Minister for the Exterior  
O418854998  
 
 
MEDIA AND WEB REPORT 
 
A snap shot from Google re access to our Club web site 
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voLUNTEERs REQUiRED 
 
We have had a very busy year with plenty going on at the Club.  Outside events and also 
the last of our pennant season.  Croquet members have commenced their new pennant 
season with some good results. 
 
We are still looking for volunteers to assist with special events coming up.   
 
Country Carnival Men’s and Ladies: 
 Men – 4th February - 2 rinks of Pairs  BBQ lunch 
 Ladies – Feb 18th - 2 rinks of Pairs  Lunch 
Champions Week – Bowls SA 
 April 13th – 19th   
Bowls SA Media Day 1 – Open and Senior Sides - 23rd August 
      Media Day 2 - U/18’s – 30th August 
   
We  require volunteers over this period and we will be establishing a roster for 
volunteering.  If your name is on the roster and you are unable to attend then you must 
get a replacement for yourself to fill the roster. 
 
Please advise Heather or Sue if you can assist.  We cannot rely on the same old 
members to do the work. 
 

Remember this is YOUR club and unless we have 
volunteers to assist the volunteers currently keeping the 

club running then the one hundred year history of the 
club may be in JEOPARDY. 

 
Roger Zeuner 
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ATTENTioN ALL CLUB mEmBERs 

Refer a Friend – Introduce a New Member 

Share the Fun and Save! 

Invite someone to join Club Holdfast, and if they sign up, both 
you and the new member will enjoy 50% off your annual 

membership fee for the first year. 

Already paid your membership? No worries—you’ll receive a 
50% refund, just for helping grow our vibrant community. 

It’s a win-win, and a great way to bring more mates into the mix. 

 
Don't miss out—take advantage of this fantastic offer today! 
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If you have any items to advertise in this area.  Our Last item for sale was snapped up 
very quickly at a bargain price.   You too may be able to get a bargain or sell an item 
quickly. 
 
Please contact me with details. 
 
rogerzeuner@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOARD of  MANAGEMENT 2024-2025 
 

POSITION NAME EMAIL PHONE 
PRESIDENT Sue Allen president@clubholdfast.com 0419 039 527 
VICE PRESIDENT Greg Kelleher gregkelleher1960@gmail.com 0482 852 873 
SECRETARY Heather Cowden-Tonkes secretary@clubholdfast.com 0414 994 810 
TREASURER Roger Sanderson rsaa233@outlook.com 0400773621 

    
Bowls Manager Lesley Carey lesleycarey4411@gmail.com 0417 005 578 
Site Internal Manager Bruce Cottle bruce.cottlle1@gmail.com 0438 878 926 
Site External Manager Rob Christiansen robinchristiansen49@gmail.com 0418 854 998 
Croquet Manager Helen Kotz crayhel5@bigpond.com 0400146 894 
Marketing Media Manager Roger Zeuner rogerzeuner@gmail.com 0421127 657 

    
Social Position Vacant   
Tournaments Position Vacant   

 
All communication may be directed to secretary@clubholdfast.com 

 
 


